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Fast Company Honors World-First Fleet-Capable Downward Drilling Robot; DEWALT
Is the Only Tool Manufacturer Recognized in 2026 Next Big Things in Tech Awards
Program

DALE™, developed in collaboration with global mobile robotics leader August Robotics, honored among 1,000 applicants
across more than 30 categories
The groundbreaking robot was recognized for redefining data center construction by delivering concrete drilling with
unmatched speed, safety, and efficiency to the world's hyperscalers
DALE drills at speeds up to 10 times faster than traditional methods, reduced project timelines by more than 300 weeks
across 44 data center construction phases, and achieved over 99% accuracy drilling more than 385,000 holes

TOWSON, Md., Oct. 7, 2026 /PRNewswire/ -- DEWALT, a Stanley Black & Decker brand renowned for relentless innovation on
the jobsite, today announced that the world's first fleet-capable, downward drilling robot, DALE™, has been named a winner in
Fast Company's 2026 Next Big Things in Tech Awards. The awards recognize innovative technologies developed by
established companies, startups, and research teams that are making meaningful progress toward transforming the lives of
consumers, businesses, and society. This year's innovations demonstrate the potential to create significant impact in the years
ahead.

As the only tool manufacturer represented in the program, DALE was recognized in the "Enduring Impact: 15+ Years in
Business" category honoring companies with an established track record of navigating history, culture, and evolving product
lines to continue driving tomorrow's progress.

After earning strong industry attention at World of Concrete earlier this year, the robot has entered the market as a
breakthrough solution optimized for data center construction. As data center development accelerates at an unprecedented
pace, rapid execution has become a key advantage for hyperscalers working to bring new computing capacity online. Designed
to dramatically improve how concrete drilling is performed, DALE brings a new level of speed, safety, and operational efficiency
to the jobsite. Its arrival marks a major step forward for the industry, raising the bar for innovation at a time when faster, smarter
building methods are more critical than ever.

"It is incredibly meaningful to see this work acknowledged by Fast Company," said Bill Beck, President, Tools & Outdoor,
Stanley Black & Decker. "Our teams set out to address a major challenge facing large scale infrastructure projects: how to help
crews move faster without compromising consistency, safety, or control. This recognition reflects the strength of that effort and
the value of bringing advanced automation to one of the most demanding construction environments. Working alongside August
Robotics, we have introduced innovation that helps customers increase output, simplify execution, and better support the pace
of modern building."

During the pilot program, the downward drilling robot achieved drilling speeds up to 10 times faster than conventional methods,
helped reduce schedules by more than 300 weeks across 44 phases of data center construction, and delivered over 99%
accuracy across more than 385,000 holes. With fast-swap batteries and remote monitoring, DALE™ is built to maximize uptime
and support continuous drilling operations. Features such as automatic dust extraction and AI-driven quality assurance help
leave sites clean and ready for immediate MEP installation, accelerating downstream work. Built on August Robotics' advanced
autonomous, fleet-ready platform, DALE™ provides efficient, high-volume drilling for server rack stops and MEP supports, while
strengthening DEWALT's broader data center offering alongside its PERFORM AND PROTECT™ tools and ICC anchoring
solutions.

Over 1,000 applicants across more than 30 categories participated in the Fast Company 2026 Next Big Things in Tech Awards.
To learn more about this year's honorees visit: https://www.fastcompany.com/next-big-things-in-tech/list.

To learn more about the robot and DEWALT's industry-leading solutions for jobsite professionals, visit www.dewalt.com.

For information on August Robotics and its autonomous mobile robotics solutions for construction,
visit www.augustrobotics.com.

About DEWALT
DEWALT, a Stanley Black & Decker brand, celebrates 100 years in business by continuing to provide our customers with total
jobsite and outdoor solutions. By applying its latest technology to the challenges of today's skilled trades, DEWALT is leading
the charge for the jobsite of the future and is pioneering the next generation of tools, outdoor equipment and forward-looking
technologies. DEWALT products. GUARANTEED TOUGH®. For more information, visit www.dewalt.com or follow DEWALT
on Facebook, Instagram, and LinkedIn.

About Stanley Black & Decker
Founded in 1843 and headquartered in the USA, Stanley Black & Decker (NYSE: SWK) is a worldwide leader in Tools and
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Founded in 1843 and headquartered in the USA, Stanley Black & Decker (NYSE: SWK) is a worldwide leader in Tools and
Outdoor, operating manufacturing facilities globally. The Company's approximately 41,000 employees produce innovative end-
user inspired power tools, hand tools, storage, digital jobsite solutions, outdoor and lifestyle products, and engineered fasteners
to support the world's builders, tradespeople and DIYers. The Company's world class portfolio of trusted brands includes
DEWALT®, CRAFTSMAN®, STANLEY®, BLACK+DECKER®, and Cub Cadet®. To learn more visit:
www.stanleyblackanddecker.com or follow Stanley Black & Decker on Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn and X.

About August Robotics
August Robotics is a leading international mobile robotics company that builds robots to improve lives and boost productivity by
automating dirty, dangerous and dull jobs. Founded in 2017, August Robotics has expanded worldwide and partners with
market leaders to develop new robotic applications across industries including construction, commercial and industrial fit-outs,
and exhibitions. For more information, visit www.augustrobotics.com, or follow August Robotics on Facebook, Instagram,
LinkedIn, and X.

SOURCE DEWALT

For further information: Emily Cahn, Director, Public Relations, DEWALT, Emily.Cahn@sbdinc.com; Sanjay Subramaniam,
Marketing Lead, August Robotics, marketing@augustrobotics.com
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